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those who understand only how to live the lower and
outer life, and have not discovered that all its sorrows,
and even its most serious interests, are only play.
For none but the man who knows the real earnest
of life is called upon to be in earnest; while play is
seriously treated only by those who do not know
what earnest means, and who are themselves but
playthings. But if a really earnest man takes part
with them in the game and undergoes the vicissitudes
which they undergo, he will know that he has lighted
upon the plays of children and will take off his mask.
Even a Socrates may play, but he plays only with the
external Socrates. We should, therefore, keep in
mind that weeping and lamentation are not to be
taken as proofs of the presence of real evils; for
chiletaa also weep and lament when no ill has
befallen them"1

In this attempt to explain, or explain away, evil,
we see Plotiuus wavering between a justification of it
as a, necessary means to a greater good, and the denial
of-frits reality except as a transient appearance of the
phenomenal world; and it is obviously just because
he is not able to carry out the former principle
successfully, that he is obliged to resort to the latter,
The idea that the highest unity is that which
ip&nifests itself in the greatest differences and anta-
gonisms and overcomes them, is, as we have seen,
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